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PAPER

Challenges posed by COVID-19 
in cities of the Atlantic region 
from the perspective of urban 
inequalities with the objective 
of reflecting on possible 
recovery paths. 



ASSESSMENT & 
CHALLENGES



COVID-19, an urban 
pandemic

• 95% of cases of COVID-19 in 
cities

• 1.500 cities affected



43% OF 
GOVERNMENT 

RESPONSES:

AT CITY LEVEL

Source: LSE, UCLG, 
Metropolis (2020)



COVID-19 
DRIVEN “NEW 

POOR”

WORLD BANK, 
2020



URBAN VULNERABILITIES EXPOSED BY COVID-
19

• healthcare systems, 

• precarious housing opportunities, 

• unplanned urbanization, 

• lack of adequate water and sanitation facilities, 

• access to livelihoods. 

• …



THE RIGHT TO HEALTH                                           IS
LINKED TO OTHER RIGHTS
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THE URBAN SOCIO-ECONOMIC VULNERABILITIES                        UNDERPINNING 
COVID-19 URGE US TO TACKLE THE PANDEMIC “THROUGH AN URBAN LENS”.



THE (OLD) TERRITORIES AND 
BODIES OF THE NEW CRISIS
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COVID-19 IMPACT SEATS ON 
EXISTING PROBLEMS THAT 

BOTH SHAPE THE PANDEMIC 
AND ARE IMPACTED BY IT
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TERRITORIAL INEQUALITIES
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SOCIO-ECONOMIC 
INEQUALITIES



RACE INEQUALITIES
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AGEING & INEQUALITIES
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GENDER 
INEQUALITIES
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POST-PANDEMIC 
RECOVERY TRENDS?



THANK YOU!
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